
 

 

 
FAIR HOUSING INFORMATION FOR RENTAL ASSISTANCE CLIENTS 

 
The below information is being provided to assist and educate you regarding Fair Housing and 
Section 504 rights.  
  

Basic Facts about the Fair Housing Act 

What Housing Is Covered? 

The Fair Housing Act covers most housing. In some circumstances, the Act exempts owner-
occupied buildings with no more than four units, single-family housing sold or rented without the 
use of a broker, and housing operated by organizations and private clubs that limit occupancy to 
members. 

What Is Prohibited? 

In the Sale and Rental of Housing: No one may take any of the following actions based on 
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, familial status or handicap. 

Housing Opportunities for Families 

Unless a building or community qualifies as housing for older persons, it may not discriminate 
based on familial status. That is, it may not discriminate against families in which one or more 
children under 18 live with: 

• A parent  

• A person who has legal custody of the child or children or  

• The designee of the parent or legal custodian, with the parent or custodian's written 
permission.  

Familial status protection also applies to pregnant women and anyone securing legal custody of 
a child under 18. 

Exemption: Housing for older persons is exempt from the prohibition against familial status 
discrimination if: 

• The HUD Secretary has determined that it is specifically designed for and occupied 
by elderly persons under a Federal, State or local government program or  

• It is occupied solely by persons who are 62 or older or  

• It houses at least one person who is 55 or older in at least 80 percent of the occupied 
units, and adheres to a policy that demonstrates intent to house persons who are 55 
or older.  

A transition period permits residents on or before September 13, 1988, to continue living in the 
housing, regardless of their age, without interfering with the exemption. 

If You Think Your Rights Have Been Violated 

If you think your rights have been violated, please visit the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development’s Fair Housing website to read more about your rights under Fair Housing and to 
fill out the Housing Discrimination Complaint Form. If you suspect housing discrimination, you 
may also contact:  

The Fair Housing Council of San Diego 
625 Broadway, Suite 1114 San Diego, CA 92101-5418 • 

Phone: (619) 699-5888 • Fax: (619) 699-5885 

https://www.hud.gov/topics/housing_discrimination
https://portalapps.hud.gov/AdaptivePages/HUD/complaint/complaint-details.htm
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