
 
 

REPORT TO THE CITY COUNCIL 

& HOUSING AUTHORITY 
 

DATE ISSUED:  September 10, 2012       REPORT NO:  HAR12-039 

 

ATTENTION: Members of the City Council and Housing Authority of the City of San Diego

For the Agenda of October 16, 2012 

 

SUBJECT: Request for Delegation of Authority to Submit Applications for and Accept Awards 

of Grant Funding 

                                                              

COUNCIL DISTRICT: Citywide 
 

REQUESTED ACTION:   
Request for full delegation of authority with regard to the application and acceptance of grant funds that 

support the San Diego Housing Commission’s previously approved programs or activities to allow for 

quick responses to notices of funding availability. 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   
That the Housing Authority of the City of San Diego (“Housing Authority”) and San Diego City Council 

(“City Council”) [Note that each of the action items requires a joint City Council and Housing Authority 

Action-SDMC Sections 98.0301(d)(7) for Housing Authority, and SDMC Section 98.0301(d)(8) for 

City Council] perform the following actions: 
 

1. Authorize the San Diego Housing Commission (“Housing Commission”) to submit applications 

for grants of funding and to accept any subsequent award of grant funding as long as the funds 

support programs or activities consistent with the Housing Commission’s mission and goals 

previously approved by the Housing Authority, without approval from the Housing Authority;  

2. Authorize the Housing Commission to commit any matching funds as and if required by the 

grant, whenever Housing Commission funds are available for that purpose as determined by the 

Housing Commission;  

3. Authorize the President & Chief Executive Officer (“President & CEO”)  of the Housing 

Commission, or designee, to amend the Housing Commission budget to include any grant 

awards received;  

4. Authorize the President & CEO of the Housing Commission, or designee, to execute agreements, 

contracts and subgrants in furtherance of the grant up to and including the total grant amount 

without approval of the Housing Authority; and 

5. Require the Housing Commission to submit a semi-annual report of all grant activity to the 

Housing Authority, describing all grant applications made, grant awards, and grant applications 

not awarded and the contract and subgrants executed in furtherance of the grants received. 
 

SUMMARY: 

The Housing Commission relies on grant funding for many of its programs. There are often deadlines 

for applications, particularly for new programs, that are two to three weeks from publication of the 

notice.  The award of funds can impose an even shorter deadline to execute agreements to secure the 

funding.  Considerable staff time is required to obtain approvals from both the Housing Commission and 
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Housing Authority prior to submitting the grant application.  This lead time is not always available and 

can place the Housing Commission at a disadvantage with respect to new funding opportunities when 

timelines are short.   
 

Streamlining the approval process by authorizing the Housing Commission Board to approve the grant 

activities, including the acceptance of the grant, the expenditure of the funds and the amendment of the 

budget to reflect the receipt of the funds, as described, will save staff time and allow the Housing 

Commission to be more nimble in responding to opportunities to bring more grant funding to the City of 

San Diego to support Housing Commission activities.   
 

If the authority requested is approved, the Housing Commission would report all grant activity to the 

Housing Authority on a semi-annual basis.  All actions of the Housing Commission taken pursuant to 

this delegation of authority would be subject to the Housing Authority’s right to review within seven 

days of any Housing Commission action (SDMC 98.0301[e]). This requested delegation of authority 

requires City Council approval because it modifies the Housing Commission’s administrative role in 

applying for funding under San Diego Municipal Code (“SDMC”) 98.0301(d)(8), (See “Attachment 1”). 
 

FISCAL CONSIDERATIONS:   
This request for approval of a delegation of authority has no fiscal impact. 
 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL and/or COMMITTEE ACTION:  

This item was unanimously approved at the Housing Commission meeting of September 14, 2012. 

 

On January 23, 2012 (HAR12-008), the Housing Authority ratified submission of Community 

Development Block Grant (“CDBG”) applications in FY2013, authorized the submission of applications 

in future years and acceptance of any CDBG funds awarded in FY2013 and in future years, and 

execution of agreements with the City of San Diego for funds received, without further action of the 

Housing Commission or Housing Authority. 
 

On September 11, 2007 (HAR07-025), Housing Authority granted authority to the Housing Commission 

Board to approve future submissions of grant applications for resident initiatives programs and the 

ability to amend future Housing Commission budgets to include the funds, should these applications be 

approved; and further requested that the President & CEO inform the Housing Authority, on at least a 

semi-annual basis, of any and all grants applied for by the Housing Commission, and any and all grants 

received by the Housing Commission. 
    
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: 
This activity is not a project and is therefore exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 

(“CEQA”), pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15060 (c)(3). Processing under the National 

Environmental Policy Act is not required since no federal funds are involved in this administrative 

action. 
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Respectfully submitted,    Approved by, 
 

Wendy G. DeWitt    Jennifer Adams-Brooks 
        

Wendy DeWitt     Jennifer Adams Brooks 

Director      Executive Vice President & Chief of Staff  

Public Policy & Legislative Services   San Diego Housing Commission 

 

Attachments:  

1. SDMC 98.0301 San Diego Housing Commission 

 

Hard copies are available for review during business hours in the main lobby of the San Diego Housing 

Commission offices at 1122 Broadway, San Diego, CA 92101 and at the Office of the San Diego City 

Clerk, 202 C Street, San Diego, CA 92101. You may also review complete docket materials on the San 

Diego Housing Commission website at www.sdhc.org. 

 

 

http://www.sdhc.org/
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